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You have requested a memorandum that can be provided to candidates and groups that 

may participate in She the People’s Presidential Forum (the “Event”), which will provide an 

opportunity for Democratic candidates for President to focus on issues central to the lives and 

communities of women of color - racial, economic, gender, and social justice issues.  The goal of 

the Event is to provide a platform for new ideas to improve the lives of women of color – and 

not to engage in campaign activity. 

 

 We have discussed two main legal conclusions under campaign finance and tax laws: 

 

I. The Event is not intended to favor any particular candidate in the 2020 

Democratic Presidential Primary over another, or to advocate against 

President Trump’s re-election (whether directly or indirectly through 

promoting a potential primary challenger to the President).   

 

The Event is structured so that it will not be a “contribution” to the attending 

candidates as defined by the Federal Election Campaign Act and associated 

Federal Election Commission rules and decisions.2 

 

 

II. The Event will constitute “partisan intervention” as defined by the Internal 

Revenue Service.  From this, nonprofit organizations that are exempt from tax 

under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code should not participate 

in the Event in any way, and 501(c)(4) organizations should count spending 

on the Event as “partisan.” 

 

 

To ensure that the legal conclusions above are consistent with the actual Event, we would 

ask that candidates and groups involved follow the rules below: 

                                                 
1 She the People is a fiscally sponsored project of PowerPAC.org, a 501(c)(4) organization. 

 
2 A complete legal analysis can be made available to candidates and other groups on request. 
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1. No campaign activity or electoral-related discussions in promoting the Event or in 

the content of speeches at the Event.  The Presidential Forum is an issue-based 

discussion with Presidential candidates about changes that can be made to improve the 

lives of women of color. 

 

 

2. Content should be issue-based.  Communications publicizing, promoting, and recruiting 

people to attend the Event, and speeches made at the Event: 

 

a. Should not advocate for a particular candidate’s election in the Democratic 

Presidential Primary (regardless of whether they have formed an exploratory 

committee or have officially committed to running); 

 

b. Should not specifically advocate against President Trump’s re-election; 

 

c. Should not raise funds or solicit volunteers to a particular candidate in the 

Democratic Presidential Primary (or to defeat President Trump); and 

 

d. Should not discuss the potential electoral consequences of the Administration’s 

and the Republicans’ policies. 

 

 

Despite this, candidates may sharply criticize the Trump Administration’s and the 

Republicans’ policies without drawing electoral conclusions from those policies.  

Candidates may of course differentiate their ideas from ones that the Republicans have 

put forward – the important factor is to not draw electoral conclusions from those 

differentiations (such as how they affect electability). 

 

 

3. No paid recruitment.  All recruitment and promotion for the Event must be conducted 

over email and unpaid social media. 

 

 

4. No sharing strategic, non-public information about a campaign’s plans, projects, 

activities, or needs.  To preserve PowerPAC’s and She the People’s independence for 

potential spending in the future, candidates – and groups that coordinate with candidates 

– should keep discussions with PowerPAC.org and She the People staff and consultants 

to public information, or solely about a candidate’s public stances on issues.   

 

Additionally, candidates and their campaigns cannot make any request or suggestion that 

PowerPAC.org or She the People engage in any particular activity. 

 

 

If you have any questions regarding the rules for the Event, please contact Sarah Quan of 

She the People at sarah@shethepeople.org. 

mailto:sarah@shethepeople.org

